CONSULTATION RESPONSE FORM

Proposals to refocus higher education student finance
It would be very helpful if you could use this questionnaire to respond to the consultation. Thank you for your time, effort and co-operation which is much appreciated.

Unless marked confidential, all responses will be published by placing them in our library and/or on our website. Respondents may request that their response be kept confidential. We will respect this request, subject to our obligations to disclose information, for example under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
 

Respondents who wish their responses to remain confidential should clearly mark the document/s to that effect and include the reasons for confidentiality. We ask respondents who wish to submit a part-public, part-confidential response to put confidential material in appendices.
The closing date for responses is Monday 16 February 2009.
Name:

Organisation:

Address:



Postcode:

Telephone number:

Email address:

Are you responding as an individual or representing an organisation or group of people? (Delete as appropriate)

Individual / Organisation


1. Do you agree with these arguments for redirecting resources away from the Tuition Fee Grant?
	


2. In this remodelled student finance system, would you support the intention to provide an enhanced level of Tuition Fee Loan to maintain the principle that full-time undergraduate students should not be expected to pay up front fees?
	


3. In this remodelled student finance system, would you agree with the intention to proportionately increase our PGCE incentives in order to maintain the same overall level of support available for ITT students in Wales and England?
	


4. Do you agree with the arguments for enhancing the means-tested Assembly Learning Grant?
	


5. What level of Assembly Learning Grant support would be appropriate for those eligible students from the lowest-income households in a remodelled student finance system?
	


6. What are your views on the appropriate eligibility thresholds for full and partial Assembly Learning Grants in a remodelled student finance system?
	


7. What are your views on the form of tapering which the Welsh Assembly Government should apply to an enhanced Assembly Learning Grant?
	


8. What are your views on how much of the increase in Assembly Learning Grant the Welsh Assembly Government should substitute for the Maintenance Loan?
	


9. Should the non-means-tested element of the Assembly Learning Grant available to ITT students be retained at the same level as at present?
	


10. Should any changes made to the level or thresholds for the Assembly Learning Grant be reflected in the Special Support Grant?
	


11. Do the questions in this consultation enable you to address your main concerns with full-time undergraduate student finance in Wales? If not, please outline your other concerns and the reasons for these here.
	


12. Do you agree that resources should be redirected towards providing extra assistance with student debt?
	


13. Would index-linking the student loan repayment threshold improve the student loan system?
	


14. Do you agree with the Welsh Assembly Government’s preferred option of debt relief for graduates? Are there other, better ways in which assistance with student debt could be provided?
	


15. If debt relief for graduates were to be offered, should it be available to all graduates who have received student loans from the Welsh Assembly Government or should we seek ways to make it available only to specific categories of graduates, and if so, which categories?
	


16. Should any debt relief scheme
· be linked to loan repayments

· be means-tested

· last for a specific period of time

    
 and if so how?
	


17. Do you have any other comments on how a debt write-off may work?
	


18. Do you agree that a proportion of the resource released from remodelling the student finance system should be re-invested in the Welsh Higher Education sector on a targeted basis as described in the consultation document?
	


19. How should the Welsh Assembly Government ensure that resources re-invested in the Welsh Higher Education sector are best targeted in line with One Wales objectives, such as the study of priority subjects and Welsh-medium higher education?
	


20. Please outline your views on:
· additional targeted bursaries and scholarships in the Welsh Higher Education sector,
· how these should be targeted, and
· what measures should be put in place to ensure that targeting is effective.
	


Please use the space below to provide any additional comments.
	


























  






















































































